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2 CHRON. xx. Verſes 27, 28, 29, 30. 


Then they returned every Man of Judah and Feruſalci, 
and Jehoſhaphat in the Fore-front of them, to go again: 
2 Jeruſalem with Foy : for the Lord had made them to 
rejoyce over their Enemies. 

And they came to Jeruſalem ds P/alteries, and Harps, 
and Trumpets, unto the Houſe of the Lord. 

And the Fear of God was on all the Kingdoms of thoſe 
Countries, when they had heard that the Lord fought 
againſt the Enemies of 1/7 acl. 


So the Realm of Fehofhaphat was quiet; for his God gave 
him Reſt round about. 


OR Some Years paſt we have never once pub- 
i 2. met together, but we have in a particu- 
> Jar Manner begg'd of that God, whoſe Power 729 
Creature is able to reſiſt, to F495 the Pride, ah 
ps the Malice, and confound the Devices of all our 
Enemies; whoſe daring Attempts, had they at any Time 
proved ſucceſsful, might have ruined us in our moſt valu- 
able and important Intereſts, our Religion, Liberties, and 
Laws. We have agg.” begged of God, whom we 


look 


(2) 

look up to as the ſupream Author of all Bleſſings, and 
our ſure Safeguard and mighty Deliverer in all Dangers 
and Difficulties, to vouchſafe us his watchful Care and 
Protection; beſeeching him to guide us continually with bis 
Counſel, to ſtrengthen us with his powerful Arm, and to 


crown our neceſſary Endeavours againſt the unjuſt Attempts 
of our Enemies with perpetual Succeſs. 


"Tis true indeed, this had an immediate Reference to 
the Wars in which we have for a long Time been, and 
are now engaged ; and is not therefore at this Time to be 
largely inſiſted upon, but barely mentioned. Our Buſi- 
neſs now is not with France and Spain, but with unnatu- 
ral Rebels; Invaders of the publick Peace and Quiet; 
and tho' Subjects, yet Enemies to our happy Conſtitution 
in Church and State. Againſt zhe/e too we have for ſome 
Time offered up our Prayers, and begg'd of God to de- 
fend our Sovereign, as well from rebellious Inſurrections 
at Home, as powerful Invaſions from abroad. And it has 
pleaſed God 7o hear our Prayers, and to let our Cry come 
unto him. We have been delivered out of the Hands of 
our Enemies, I hope, to ſerve him without Fear, in Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days of our Lives. 
This is the Effect which ſuch a national Deliverance og 
to have upon a Nation; this the Uſe we ſhould make of 
ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Providence. 

The Beginning of the Chapter, of which the Text is 
a Part, informs us of Jehoſbapbhat's Behaviour under very 

melancholy Circumſtances; in the latter End indeed we 
have a very different View of him. We read in the 
10th and 11th Verſes, that the Children of Ammon, and 
Moab, and Mount Seir, roſe up againſt him to caſt him out 
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(3) 
of the Poſſeſſion which the Lord his God bad given him to 
inherit. Tis very obvious to obſerve, that this Caſe is a 
a good Deal like our own. Thank God our's is like it 
too in the Event: As the Enemies of Judah were defeated 
in the one Attempt, ſo have thoſe of r happy Conſtitu- 
tion been in the o her. 

Jehoſhaphat, as far as we can colle& from the Account 
give of him in Scripture, was, in the main, a good King ; 
a King, who ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord; who, if we 
may judge from his Actions, was fully perſuaded, that 


the only Way to be Great was to be Good : And he found 


it ſo; he believed in his God, and proſpered accordingly. 
For we are informed, that he had Riches and Honour in 
Abundance,* and was feared and reverenced by all his 
Neighbours. The Philiſtines and Arabians+ were Tribu- 
taries to him. He fortified ſeveral Cities, and had gene- 
rally an Army of at leaſt eleven hundred thouſand Men, 
which, for ſo ſmall a State as ht of Judah, was a pro- 
digious Number. 

I have obſerved to you, that the Moabites and Ammnite; 
had made an Expedition againſt him. Fehoſhaphat, as 
his Manner was, (and to be ſure a very good one) had im- 
mediate Recourſe to Faſting and Prayer. He went with 
all the People to the Temple, and put up his Prayers to 
God. Then Jabagiel, the Son of Zechariah, animated 


by the Spirit of God, encouraged the King, and promiſed | 


from God, that the next Day they ſhould: obtain the Vic- 

tory without fighting. Ye ball net need to feabt in this 

Battle; ſet your ſelves; fland ye still, and ſee the Salvation 

of the Lord with you O Fudah and Ferifalem; fear mt, 
* Chap, xviii. I, + Caimet's Dictionary, 5. -1- 
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mor be difquayed; io morrow go out againſt them, for the 
Lord «ill be with 01.3 in Oppoſition to zhem. Accord- 
inely, theſe People being the next Day aſſembled againſt 
Trdah, they were ſtruck with a Phrenſy, or, according, 
to aße phie, a Terror and Commotion ; thought one an- 
other to be Enemics; and in that Perfuction, killed one 
another; fo that 7e hahpbat and his Army had nothing to 
do but to gather up the poil; which they were no leſs 
than three Days in gathering, it was ſo much. Ther they 
returned every Man of Tudah and Ferialem, and Je 
h ſhaphat in the Fore-front of them, to go again to Feruſa- 
dem ith Jay; for the L:rd had made how to vejoyce 0ver- 
their Enemies. And they came to Jeruſalem with P/alteries, 
and Harps, and Trumpets, into the Houſe of the Lord. 
And the Fear of God was on all the Kingdoms of thoſe 
Countries, when they had heard that the Lord fought 
againſt the Enemies 7 Iſrael. So the Realm of Fehoſhaphat 
was quiet: for his God gave him Reſt round about. 
From this Piece of Hiſtory, from the Behaviour of the 
good King of Judab, and the happy Conſequences at- 
tending it, it ſhall be my Endeavour to ſhew, 


Fir/t, That, in Times of Danger and Trouble, the only 
Foundation whereon to build Hopes of Succeſs, is a firm 
Reliance upon the Divine Providence. 


I would obſerve to you 


Secondly, The Uſe we thould make of Succeſs, when 
it has pleaſed God to bleſs us with it, 
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In both theſe Points we have followed the good Ex- 
ample ſet us by Jehoſbaphat; a Faſt was firſt proclaimed 


for Succeſs upon his Majeſty's Arms under the Command 


of his Royal Highneſs, the Brave and Ever-memorable 
Duke of CumBeRLaNnD, and, when returned ſucceſsful, 
then, a General Thankſgiving conſequent thereupon. 


But I obſerve, Firſt, That in Times of Danger and 
Trouble, the only Foundation whereon to build Hopes of 
Succeſs, is a firm Reliance upon the Divine Providence. 


The Horſe is prepared againſt the Day of | Battle, but 4 


Safety is of the Lord. We ſhould conſider Second 
Cauſes only as under the Direction of the Firſt. Thou 
art my King, O God, ſend Help unto Facob. Through 
Thee have we overthrown our Enemies, and in thy Mame 
have we trod them under that roſe up againſt us. But 
we did not truſt in our Bow, it was not our Sword that was 
zo help us ; but it was Thou that haſt hitherto ſaved us 
rom our Enemies, and we truſt that Thou will always put 
them to Confuſion that hate us F This was our Depen- 
dance, hence our Hopes of Succeſs. We put not our 
Truſt in any Thing that we ourſelves did, or could do 
but we well knew, that if God was for us, t'were in vain 
to be againſt us. The Man, happy under an Almighty 
Patronage, is every where ſecure ; the Enemy ſhall not be 
able to do him Violence, the Son of Wickedne/s fhall not 
hurt him f. As for Chance or Fortune, we Chriſtians 
know of no ſuch Thing ; we know that God above go- 
verns the World, and is the ſupreme Diſpaſer of all Events; 


* Prov. xxi. 31. + Pal, xliv. 3 Pal. Ixxxix. 23. 
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and further we know, that if we can aſſure to ourſelves 
the favour of this mighty Being, our Concern is then at 
an end; under his Shadow we ſhall be ſafe *. The Lord 
is King, the Earth may be glad thereof ; yea the multitude 
of the Tiles (and our own in particular) may be glad thereof 
+. Our own in particular; for ſurely, ſince Miracles 
have ceaſed, never any Nation was bleſſed with more fre- 
quent and viſible Interpoſitions of Divine Favour in it's 
Behalf, than This has been. Ve have heard with our 
Ears, O God, our Fathers have told us what Thou haſt done 
in their time of old ,, and God is the ſame Yeſterday, 
To-day, and for ever g; nor is there any one Attribute in 
the Divine Nature more clear and preciſe than Immuta- 
bility. Our Fathers called upon Him and were holpen; 
they put their Truſt in him, and were not confounded I; 
and the ſame Providential Goodneſs has extended itſelf to 
their Children, to thoſe that were then unborn. His 
Actions are always the ſame, when Circumſtances are the 
ſame ; They that know thy Name will put their Truſt in 
Thee, for thou Lord haſt never failed them that ſeek Thee 
&.---As a Proof of This, Let the Mraelites be firmly per- 
ſuaded of the Power of God, and when the Ag yprians 
purſue em, they ſhall walk upon dry Land, even in the 
very midſt of the Sea ; and the Waters, inſtead of taking 
their natural Courſe, inſtead of overwhelming them, ſhall 
be a Wall to em on their Right Hand, and on their Left 
** That God whom they ſerve, and on whom they 
truſt, ſhall i» the Day time lead em with a Cloud, and all 
the Wight through with a Light of Fire . But on the 


Lam. iv. 20. +: Pfal. xcvii. 1. + Pfal. xliv. I. Heb. xiii. 8. 
Fal, i ß. d a. 10. ** Exod, xiv. 29, ++ Pſal. Ixviii. 
15. 
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other hand, if the Leg yptians depend upon Pharaoh, and 
ſome put their Truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Horſes Ill ; 
the Conſequence will be, that the 1/-ae/rzes ſhall fee he 
Egyptians dead upon the Sea Shore. So juſt is the Aſſertion, 
that 77 is better to truſt in the Lord than to put any Con fi- 
dence even in Princes, as great as Pharaoh. At another 
Time (and for a very conſiderable Time too) theſe very 
People (the Mraelites) were without the true God, without a 
teaching Prieſt, and without Law. But yet, when they 
in their Trouble did turn into the Lord God of Iſrael, and 
ſought him, be was found of them ſ, and delivered them 
out of their Diſtreſs. 

Again, if Abrabam believes and truſts in God, it ſhall 
be counted to him for Righteouſneſs *; and when, by a ig 
divine Command, his Hand ſhall be even ſtretched out to U 
flay his Son, by a divine Command, an Angel ſhall call to ' 
him out of Heaven; and thus, the Son ſhall be ſaved 
from Death, and be Father go to his Grave in Peace, and 
be buried in a good old Age . YN 

From the Old proceed we to the New Teſtament ;—- 
and we read in the gth of St Matthew, that as Jeſus was 
paſſing along, two blind Men followed him, crying and ſaying, 
Thou Son of David have Mercy on us. And when he was 
come into the Houſe the blind Men came to him; and Feſus 
ſaith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They 
faid unto him, yea, Lord. Thon touched he their Eyes. 
ſaying, according to your Faith be it unto you; and thei; 
Eyes were ae; opencd.. 


tf Pſal.. xx. 7. 2 Chron. xv. 3, 4. * Gen. uv. 6. F. Gen, uv, 1; 
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Only once more; when the Woman of Canaan applied 
to our bleſſed Saviour for the Cure of her Daughter, who 
was grievouſly vexed with a Devil, tho' at farſt he anſwered 
her mot a Mord, but with a ſeeming Barbarity up- 
braided her Unworthineſs of his Help, and her Con- 
fidence in expecting it; yet, when ſhe took the Hint, 
which he deligned the ſhould, and knew ſhe would, 
and urged him again and again; when her Clamours 
and Calamities would have no Denial, h n he yields; and 
pleaſed to be thus vanquiſhed, applauds and rewards her 
unwearied Zeal ; does, as it were delegate a Power to her 
to work the Miracle herſelf t; makes her the Diſpoſer of 
his Gift, and the Carver of her own Fortunes; Yen 
Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, O Woman great is thy 
Faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt; and as the deſired, 
ſo it was moſt effectually. She only begged that her 
Daughter might be reſtored to herſelf, and the whole 
Force of Hell was no longer able to reſiſt her; for her 
Daughter was made whole from that very Hour. Surely 
here is Encouragement, great Encouragement, to caſt all our 
Care upon Him, who has given us ſuch full Aſſurances that 
he careth for 4. As a Father pitieth his own Children, 
even ſo is the Lord, merciful unto them that fear him . 
Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
Voice of his Servant, yet, notwithſtanding this, walketh 
in Darkneſs and hath no Light ? Still let him truſt in the 
Name of the Lord, aud ſtay upon bis God t. It ſhall cer- 
tainly be well with him at the laſt. Whatever our Con- 
dition or the Events of our Life may be; tho our tempo- 


t See Dr Stanhope's Sermon, Mattb. xv. 28, where this Caſe is beautifully related. 
et & + Pſal. ciii. 13. 1 Ifa. I. 10. 
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ral Proſpects ſhould be full of Danger, or, tho the Days 1 
of Sorrow ſhould actually overtake us, yet ſtill we muſt | | 
repoſe ourſelves upon God, as a Being who loves us as his N 
Children, who even corrects us with the Mercy of a Father, 
and will, in the End, make all Things work together for 
our Good. How great ſoever our Diſtreſs, his Goodneſs 
is infinite; we can never be out of the Reach of Omni- 
potence; we muſt look up out of the Deep into which 
we are fallen; and beſeech him to ariſe and help us, and 
deliver us for his Mercies Sale. This was the Method the 
King of [/rae/ obſerved, and particularly when in the 
ſame Circumſtances, the ſame Situation, we ourſelves have 
lately been. Though an Hoſt of Men were laid againſt me, yet 
ſhall not my Heart be afraid, and tho there roſe up War againſt af 
me, yet will I put my Truft in him+: And remarkable is his Hf 
Addreſs, beautiful his Anſwer to the vaunting Philiſtine, "4 
the ſelf-ſufficient Champion of Gath; Thou comeſt to me 
with a Sword, and with a Spear, and with a Shield, but I 

come to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 

the Armies of Iſrael whom thou haſt defied t; and you all 
know who had the better of it: Truſt then in the Lord 

for ever, for in the Lord Fehowah is everlaſting Strength||. 

Thus may we extract Sweet from Bitter, and Comfort 

from the darkeſt Viciſſitudes of Providence.--- But this is | 
not the preſent Caſe; theſe are not our preſent Circum- 
ſtances. The Duty of this Day is the agreeable one of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; the Voice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving among ſuch as keep Holy-Day d. At this Juncture 
we are not ſo properly to pray to God as the Lord of 


* Pal. xliv. 26. + Pſal. xxvii. 3. t 1 Sam. xvii. 45. Iſa. xxvi. & x | 


$ Pfal. xlii. 5. 
8 D Hoſts, 
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Hofts, as to praiſe him as the Giver of all Viftory : Both 
indecd are proper, but the latter particularly ſo; He has 
made us to rejoice over our Enemies ; therefore we will comme 
into his Gates with Thankſgiving and into his Courts with 
Praiſe; as Fehoſhaphat returned to Jeruſalem with Pſalie- 
ries, and Harps, and Trumpets unto the Houſe of the Lord. 
This is one Uſe we are to make of Succeſs; but it is not 
the only one. There's another of much greater Conſe- 

ence, much more acceptable to God, and that is, a 
Nod, regular religious Courſe of Life. This is the good, 
and the right Way, to fear the Lord, and to ſerve him in 
Truth with all your Heart; and I am ſure we have a great 
deal of Realos,. to do ſo; for conſider, how great Things he 
has done for us t. Yes indeed. the Lord has done great 
Things for us, whereof we rejoice |. —— What may be the 
Iſſue and Event of the Wars in which we are now en- 
gaged, Time muſt ſhew, and God only knows. Hither- 
to, I apprehend, we have no great Reaſon to fear or be 
diſmayed. God has not forſaken us, nor will he ever 
forſake us till we have firſt forſaken him. He has 
not left himſelf without Witneſs l, fo far from it, his 
Goodneſs has very viſibly diſplayed itſelf in a late fignal 
Inſtance, in having put an End to an unnatural and hor- 
rid Rebellion; which, had there been a Probability of 
it's ſucceeding, muſt have. been a terrible Stroke upon us 
indeed. I hope there was no great Likelihood of that; I 
am not willing to think it ſo ice a Point! That a Band of 
ſeditious, lawleſs, and deſperate Men, ſhould overturn a 
Conſtitution, in Defence of which, by Addreſſes, by Sub- 
keriptions, by Aſſociations, the Hearts of all the People 


+ 1 Sam, xii, 24. f Pfal. cxxvi. 4. I Ads xiv. 17, 


ſeemed 


„ 
ſeemed to be as the Heart of one Man 8, that the King ſhould 
have no Damage ; I muſt confeſs, was to me very unlike- 
ly. But it is very plain, many others were of a quite diffe- 
rent Opinion, under the greateſt Conſternation, their Hearts 
failing them for Fear, and for looking after thoſe Things, 
which, I doubt not, they then thought were really coming 
upon them . But, notwithſtanding I have juſt declared, 
that J am not willing to think there was any great Likeli- 
hood of the * Rebellion's ſucceeding, yet I am very ready to 
allow, that it was natural and reaſonable to expect that Pow- 


ers at War would embrace every Opportunity to diſturb and 


diſtreſs their Adverfary ; and as we were at that Time 


(and are now) under theſe Circumſtances with the Crowns 
of France and Spain, we had reaſon to expect an Invaſion 


from either, or from both theſe Powers united, whenever 


they ſhould judge fuch an Attempt practicable and con- 


ducive to their Intereſts ; and the Steps which were then 
taken were clear and manifeſt Indications of further and 


deeper deſigns concerted for our Ruin. ---- But the bare 
Poſſibility. of the Thing was enongh to make us afraid, 


whether we conſider it as affecting our Civil Rights, 


or (which are of infinitely greater Conſequence) our 
Religious ones. — As to the former of theſe ---- There 
muſt certainly be a very great difference between the 
full, uninterrupted, Enjoyment of almoſt every Thing 


$ 2 Sam. xix. I 44 If Dan. vi. 2. + Luke xxi. 26. 

I give my Opinion here with very great Deference to a more prevailing one, 
what I ground it upon, is, the Nation's appearing ſo unanimous, ſo very hearty in 
the Defence of the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. Greater Inſtances of Loyalty, 
I believe, are not to be produced (and thoſe of the City of London, 

inferior to none): If ſo, à Nation fo conſiderable as this, and ſeemingly fo much at 
Unity in itſelf, is not eatily overpowered: And by all Accounts our Soldiers are 
brave, particularly ſo, when commanded by our Tluftrious HERO, 


that 
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that comes properly under the notion of Liberty, and the 
terrible Effects of an abſolute, uncontroulable Tyranny ; 
and that the Pretender to theſe Kingdoms, had He ſuc- 
cecded in His Attempt, would have proved as abſolute a 
Tyrant, and tore as deſpotick a Sway as any King that 
ever {at upon a Throne, I think we have little Room to 
doubt. It was ſaid, indeed, He had made fine Promiſes 
to the contrary; but have we any Reaſon to imagine 
He would have performed 'em, when we know that His 
very Religion itſelf would have obliged Him to have broke 
em, and have looked upon the Breach as meritorious. No 
Oaths, no Obligations we can give Him, or He can tale, 
will be of any Security to zs, or of any Force with 
Him. We know a prevailing Notion of Theirs, and 
they have the Authority and Sanction of a Council for it, 
vis. That Faith is not to be kept with Heretichs: Our 
Obligation to God (ſay they) is a prior and ſtronger Obli- 
gation, which repeals and makes null every other Tye ; 
and the Actions of Roman Catholicks, in every Age ſince, 
have proved This to be an invariable Article of their 
Practice and Belief. ---- As to His Right to this Crown, if 
He has any at all, which we'll by no means allow, it has 
been for a conſiderable Time, and it is abſolutely impoſ- 
ible, in the very Nature of Things, but that, had He 
gained his Point, a long Account muſt have been ſettled ; 
and it muſt unavoidably have been a Work of Time 
(pretty conſiderable Time too) for the Nation to have 
been tolerably quiet, even ſuppoſing Affairs to have taken 
the moſt favourable Turn we can poſſibly imagine: For, 
in private Liſe, a Man does not care to be defrauded of 
what he looks upon to be ſtrictly and properly his Due; 


and 
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and what will the Weight of private Property be, how 
conſiderable ſoever, in one Scale, againſt T hree Kingdoms 
in the other? Surely then, if a private Perſon would not wil- 
lingly loſe his Right, where a Kingdom is depending, the 
Pretender to it will contend carneſtly for it, and relojutely 
inſiſt upon every Thing properly belonging to it; and, as in 
the Caſe now before us, He has a Jong Time loſt it, 1n all 
Probability He would have made the moſt of it it He could 
have got it. 'T'was but natural to expect this, only prudent 
to guard againſt it: And every one who has that Zeal for 
the Intereſt of his Religion, as I'll ſuppoſe every good 
Chriſtian to have; that Regard, that Love for his King 
and Country, as ol likewiſe ſuppoſe every True E Ingliſh- 
man has, w2// guard againſt it to the utmoſt of his er 
He will oppoſe vigorouſly every Thing that can tend to 
the undermining the one, and every Step that can poſ- 
ſibly be taken towards the Subverſion of the other. He 
will do this, from a firm Perſuaſion that he can never en- 
joy either the one or the other in the fame Manner, and 
upon the ſame Terms, under any other Government, as 
under the preſent, For what Nation is there that enjoys 
the Privileges that we do ? The private Property of the 
meaneft Man, is as ſacred and inviolable by the Law of the 
Land, as that of the gyeateſt; nor can the King himſelt, 
except in Caſes of Legal Forfeiture, deprive him of it. 
We are governed by Laws of our own enacting ; /uch 
Laws as are a Terror indeed to evil Doers, but a very 
great Encouragement to them that do well. For theſe 
Reaſons, and under theſe happy Circumſtances, we will 
not have a Stranger to reign over us, arbitrarily to impoſe 


v jp 
upon us what Laws he pleaſes. No; we will much ra- 
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ther chearfully and readily promiſe, and pay al! Loyal 
and Dutiful Allegiance to our anointed Sovereign now ſet 
over us, and to his Fleirs after bim; whom we beſeech Thee, 
O God, to bleſs with all Increaſe of Grace, Honour, and 
Happineſs in this World, and to crown him with Inmor- 
tality and Glory in the Worli to come. 

But as his Majeſly is the Protector of our Civil Rights, 
He is no lefs fo of our Religious ones; the Defender of 
that Faith which was once aue to the Saints, and at- 
teſted by their Blood ; and ſhall we exchange it, pure 
and uncorrupted as it has been tranſmitted to us, ſhall we 
exchange it for a Religion, introduced by thoſe who 
know not what manner of Spirit they are of. But tho 
They don't, Le do: We know the Hatred they bear to all 
that differ from 'em, and the weak, as well as wicked 
Notion they entertain, that They only are to be ſaved : 
Not, but in common Juſtice we muſt allow, there are 
many very worthy valuable Men, even of this Perſuaſion, 
whom we cannot but greatly love and eſteem for ſeveral 
amiable Qualities ; and can agree with them, perhaps, in 
almoſt every Thing but their Religion. . There we muſt 
beg to be excuſed ; we cannot think as 7hey do in Re- 
ligious Matters; and, God forbid, we ſhould. We are 
heartily ſorry for 'em, that as they are good-natured Men, 
they ſhould be of ſo ill-natured a Religion. But an ill- 
natured Religion they certainly are of; and the many 
Barbarities and Maſſacres it has put em upon, are 
full and undeniable Proofs of it. Witneſs thoſe of 
France and Ireland, and the Cruelties practiſed by Queen 
Mary; in whoſe Reign no leſs than 284 were burnt, 

without any Regard to Age or Sex. Many other In- 
{ſtances 


ne 
ſtances might be produced. In the former of the places 
I have juſt now mentioned 7%ferior Puniſhments, (the 
Gallies for Inſtance, no incontiderable one neither) arc 
frequently inflicted arb/zrarily, without fo much as the 
Form of a Trial; and many are condemned to thom for Life, 
by Order of the 4 King, or of the Sercetary of State. Mor 
is it only in Civil Matte, „ from Fealoufics of State, that 
theſe Severities are evereye „/; the Clergy are allowed the 


Uſe of em againſt the Janſenifts ; that is, * the of 


their Countrymen, why dare to maintain the Liberties of 
the Gallican Church, in oppoſition to the illegal Claims of 
the Pope. Such a wicked League will there akvays be in 
Roman Catholick Countries, between Ecelefraftical and Civil 
Tyranny. Thank God (and we ought to be very thankful) 
we have nothing of this in Enoland. 

But let us conſider a little, whether the Religion we 
have been ſpeaking of has any of the Marks of the 27e 
Religion ; that Wiſdom or Religion which is from above ; 
which, as the Apoſtle St James deſcribes it“, is as fol- 
lows; The Wiſdom which is from above, is firſt pure, 


then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated: full of 


Mercy and good Fruits; without Partiality, and without 


Hypeerify Now then; is it firff pure ? No, it is not 


pure ; becauſe it 1s not taught as Chri/? and his Apoſtles 
taught it. Then, 7s # peaceable? It has dothing to do 
with Peace ; nor with Regard to thoſe of any other Per- 
ſuaſion, will it ſo much as pretend to it. Is it gentle! 

Quite the reverſe. Eaſy to be intreated ? No ſuch thing; ; 


but utterly irreconcilable and implacable. [Hs 1. fu IH of 


1 See a Pamphlet intitled, a Serious Addreſs to the People of Greats Britain, ==: 
* Chap. iii. 17. 
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Mercy and good Fruits? Shews no Mercy at all; and as 
to go I'ruits or good Torks, claims a Right of diſpenſing 
cven with bad ones. 177:hout Partiality? No; partial to 
the laſt Degree to thoſe who are capable of paying for it; 
for their Indulgences when living, and Maſſes when 
dead. And it cannot be wWwhezt Hypocriſy, becauſe, not- 
withitanding all it's outward Pomp and Show, in many 
Caſes, it's only Godlineſs is Gain.---- If this be the true 
State of the Caſe, if this Charge laid againſt them be fully 
proved upon them,---trom ſuch a Religion, good Lord, de- 
liver us.---- But if we would beg of God to deliver us from 
this Religion, we muſt likewiſe beg of him to deliver us 
from thoſe who are bigotted to it; who look upon it as 
meritorious to compel every one to embrace it. Deliver ws 
from our Enemies, O God, defend us from thoſe, who are 
at all Times ready, but have lately in a very particular 
and extraordinary Manner r9/e up againſt us. But as in- 
veterate as they are, I cannot help thinking, that if in 
the firſt Place, we would do our Duty to God, and in 
the next, be true to ourſelves, we need not fear what theſe, 
or any of our Enemies, can do unto us. And I muſt con- 
feſs, I was all along much more afraid for this Kingdom, 
for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein, than from 
any ther Cauſe whatever. For, if we will not follow, 
nor be led by a Religion worthy of God, why may we not 
imagine, that he ſhould give us up to the Errors and 
Deluſions of one utterly z7worthy of him? I cannot ſee 
why this may not be the Caſe; tis what we may expect; 
'tis what we {ſhould fear ; and 'tis likewiſe what we ſhould 
in Time provide againſt. For ſome Years paſt, and, I am 
afraid, at preſent, Wickedneſs has been almoſt looked 

upon 
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upon as a Mark of Politeneſs; and the Libertine and fine 
Gentleman, Characters almoſt inſeparable. But they are 
widely different; the very Reverſe is true; as tis true, 
that 'tis Goodneſs only that conſtitutes Greatneſs. Would 
to God the great Men of the World would but think ſo; 
they would then be truly great; and under fuch an In- 
fluence, Credit, and Applauſe, would attend Religion, and 
Shame only be the Promotion of Fools *, They would then 
do Honour to themſelves, the higheſt Honour they are 
capable of, and at the ſame Time reflect Honour back 
again upon God and their moſt holy Profeſſion. By this 
Means they would zee adorn the Doctrine of God their 
Saviour +, and give Beauty and Luſtre to the Chriſtian 
Lifa. But this, I fear, is rather to be wiſhed than expec- 
ted; tho' one would think, whilit we are engaged againſt 
our Enemies abroad, we thould not be our own Enemies 
at home; or, thro' a Neglect of Duty, a Diſregard to yoo 
ligion, fight ever againff God. The Lord is with y 
while ye be with him, and if ye ſeek him He will be RY 
of you, but if ye forſake Him, He will forſabe you t. It 
ſhall be well with them that fear God, but it ſhall not be 
. well with the Wicked. Your Iniquities will moſt effefFu- 
ally ſeparate between you and your God ||, and give your 
Enemies the greateſt Advantage over you. A much 
greater Advantage, than perhaps, they can poſſibly gain 
any other way. Remember then, tis Righteouſmeſs ex- 
alteth a Mation, but Sin is a Reproach to any People ** ; 


and not only fo, but if perſiſted in, Hr utter Ruin 


and Subverſion. ---- May it never be the Caſe with this 


* Prov. iii. 35. F Ik. . £0, 2 Chron. xv. 2, $ Eccl, viii. 12, 13. 


F Ia, lix. 2. ** Prov. xiv. 34. 
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Kingdom. But as I have juſt obſerved, Wicked- 
neſs and Vice are at a very great Heighth, and a fore 
Diſeaſe (the worſt Diſeaſe of all, Irreligion) has overſpread 
the Land.---- Among many material Objections to be 
made (for I muſt not produce all, and would therefore 
the rather mention thoſe only, in which 2 are con- 
cerned) what ſhall we ſay to an open and avowed Profa- 
nation of the Sabbath? "Tis really a very melancholy Re- 
flection, but how common is it to ſee our great Men, who 
certainly muſt know better; and ſome indeed who. really 
are ut great Men, tho perhaps they may think them- 
ſelves ſo; but whether they are, or are not, is not at all 
material, for God is uo Reſpefer of Perſons ; how common 
is it to ſee People of all Sorts, inſtead of going tõ, going 
directly from the Church; and rather than keep it a Se- 
cret, (for they ſcorn to be aſhamed of it) at a Time the 
moſt likely of any to be ſeen; and juſt when others who 
are ſo unfaſhionable as think it their Duty to ſerve God, 
are preparing for it. Shall I not viſit for theſe Things, 
ſaith' the Lord, and ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch 
a Nation as this? Notwithſtanding our late Succeſs, the 
ſhameful, ſcandalous, groſs Abuſe of that Day, which 
we particularly and emphatically call the Lord's Day, in 
and about London, may one Time or other prove fatal to 
it. Nothing of any Weight can be urged in Defence of 
this wicked Cuſtom; and I will only obſerve that any, 
the very leaſt, Breach of the Sabbath, is then, and then 


only, to be juſtified, when ſtrictly an Act of Neceſſity, 
and not Choice. 


Then 
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Then as to Charity, the very End of the Command. 
ment *, I wont ſay, (I thould be wrong if I did) but we 
might be worſe as to this Particular, but I .] fay we 
might be better; and I have great Reaſon to believe there 
are many, very good in other Reſpects, who in this are 
very much otherwiſe ; and when Charity is the Preacher's 
Topick, are very /orrowful, like the Ruler in the Goſpel +, 
but for no other Reaſon, but becauſe (like him) hey are 
very rich. If there are any ſuch, I would earneſtly re- 
commend it to 'em to read carefully the repeated Exhor- 
tations, the many expreſs Commands in Scripture for the 
chearful, liberal Performance of this indiſpenſible Duty; 
and if That won't make them charitable, I am ſure I 


don't know what will. The Poor ſhall never ceaſe out of 


the Land; therefore I command. thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
open thine Hand wide unto thy Brother, unto thy Poor, and 
unto thy Needy in thy Land t. For, for this Thing, the 
Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all 
that thou putteſ} thine Hand unto ||. This will bring a 
Bleſſing upon our Perſons, and upon our Families; upon 
our Counſels, and upon our Enterprizes ; upon our Nation, 
and upon our Sovereign ; upon the Church, and upon 
the State; upon our Bodies, and upon our Souls. But 
if we are negligent in this one grand Point ; if without 
this vital Principle, our very Prayer will be turned into 
Sin, and whatever we may have of the Form of Godli- 
neſs, 'tis plain we have very little of the Power of it : 
Very little indeed ! if at the ſame Time that we plead 
Want for Charity, we have Plenty for Luxury and Extra- 


* 1 Tim. i. 5. +. Luke xvili. 23, t Deut. xv, 11, Ver. 10. 
| travagance 


9 
vagance; for Diverſions, and Entertainments of every 
Kind. Theſe Things ought not fo to be; theſe are great 
Objections, and they are ſuch as our Enemies will make 
with Pleaſure. But for the future let us diſappoint em; 
let us put it out of their Power; let us turn unto the 
Lord our God, ſo I:iquity ſball not be our Ruin &; and 
let us not think ourſelves too ſecure. ---- It has been ob- 
ſerved of the J/-aclites (by one of the ableſt * Writers in 
our Church), Thar they were never ſo weak, as when they 
made themſelves ftrong ; never ſo certainly ruined, as when 
their Force was great enough to create in em a Confidence 
in themſelves. I ſaid in my Profperity (ſays holy David, 
but at the ſame Time he condemns himſelf for having 
ſaid ſo) J ſhall never be removed, thou Lord of thy Good- 
neſs haſt made my Hill ſo flrong. And what follows? 
Thou didi turn Thy face from me, and I was troubled Þ. 
Let us not imitate him in this, but rather take Warning 
by him: Let the many Deliverances we have already ex- 
perienced, the many Mercies already vouchſafed to us, 
excite our Gratitude to the beſt Acknowledgment we can 
make for em; and let the Praiſes of God be ever in our 
Mouths : Then may we apply to ourſelves the Prophetick 
Benediction of Me/es t; Happy art thou, O Iſrael ; who 
is like unto thee, O People ſaved by the Lord; the Shield of 
Thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy Excellency, Thine 
Enemies ſball bs found Lyars unto Thee, and Thou ſhalt 
tread upon their High Places. So be it to our Iſrael, O 
Lord, and let them proſper that love her. Peace be within 
thy Walls, and, as the Effect of it, Plenteouſneſs within 


I Ezek. xviii, 30. * Biſhop Sherlect's Fourth Diſſertation, Page 311. 
+ Plal. xxx, E, 7. 4 Diut. xxxiii. 29. 
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thy Palaces. For my Brethren and Companions Sakes I will 
wiſh thee Pi ofperity ; yea becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 
our God 1 will ſeek to do the Cod“. 


Upon the whole then: As it has pleaſed God to deliver 
us from the Calamities of an inteſtine War; t9 remove 
from us the Worthern ArmyT, and to purge out from among "1 
us the Rebels t: Let this Inſtance of his Goodneſs meet ib 
with, what it may fo juſtly demand, the eaſy Tribute of } 
a thankful Heart; let it have it's intended Effe& ; let it 1 
lead us to Repentance: And may that great and good = 
God, who has hitherto ſo often and ſo ſignally preſerved 
us, may he ever continue to us his watchful Care and good "1 
Providence; may he ſtrengthen the Heads of our Sovereign "Þ 
Lord, King GEORGE, and all that are put in Autho- | | 
rity under him, with fudęment and fuſtice, to cut off 
all ſuch Workers of Iniquity, as turn Religion into Rebel- | 
lion, and Faith into Faction. Laſtly, may the Terror of | 
his Arms add Dignity and Luſtre to his Crown, and bring | 
Safety, Toy, and Happineſs to himſelf and his King- 1 


Goss. Amen. 


Pfſal. cxxii. 7, 8, 9. + Joel ii. 20. t Ezck. xx. 38. 
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